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Battle of Top Allegheny 

Deo* 13. 1861o 
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The battle of Top Allegheney wrc fought in Pocahontas county on 


pec ember 15 # 1861 between the forces of the Union under ‘General R* H© 

* _ t * 

t V 

Vilroy, «nd the forces of the confederates under General Tv 7 . W* Loring© 
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Cole Edward Johnson commanding* 
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he two companies had camped within sight of each other since July 


- \ 

12551 the day the Fed era Is had occupied Y/hites Top of Cheat© For 
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five months they had watched each others camp fires rise* During this 
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five months they had fought the battle at Travelers Repose on Oct* 3 
and had also had another skerrdsh at this same place on Oct. 31 f 1861* 


tires the Fed era Is had been driven back to their camp on Cheat 


m Uuii w& m 





A U 



■j f 


re had been other minor skermishes throughout the summer and 
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-he Federal camp was known officially as Camp Cheat Mountain 
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sit* The Confederate camp was known as Camp Baldwin* in honor of 
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ecerate eoldier of that name* Between these two camps was Camp 
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1 ravelerE Repose* The Confederates had made a winter camp 
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top A1 legheney Montain by erecting log cabins* 
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on Allegheney also at Cheat and Bartow© 
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wind-swept )pt lA.vrt, land, and the pike lies 


ll«e ’hrour.h this level table-land. In sinking the attack 
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her the Pfd*r*l» came up, Ross and hifl men fired on them and killed 

a number of others*.The Federals advanced in great force 

rood to retreato He reached Camp Ealdvrin that night© 

Ambrose Bieroe van with the Feder&ls* He says they marched all day 
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down Cheat Mountain and all high up Allegheney Mountain., That the firing 
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fit the foot of the mountain haolted them for a time, but after the 
Confederates retreated they reached Travelers Repose* There they divided 
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About half of them inarched down the road toward Greenbahk and turned at 
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:he Uriah Eeavener farm and climbed the road that is still used as & 
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cVnrt ftirt between Saulsburv Run and Euffalo Run* The other half conti¬ 


nued up the pike* * * 
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As the battle was scheduled to begin before day break those killed 
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at Bartow were not buried but laid on the upper side of the road and 
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covered with blankets© As the soldiers passed that way many of them 
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stopped to see if they could recognize a friend among the dead* 
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The next day as they returned from the battle ground defeated and 
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eppreached the place where the dead lay it seemed they had moved and 
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cast aside their covering© But upon investigation they found a drove 
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of hogs load been at the bodies and eaten the faces off the deado 
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• *t nogs > er» killed and the dead buried o^This scene is described in 


Boclastio Memories of the Civil War-Ambroso Bierce^* 
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■•harp turn to the south and from there it climbs gently to 
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The Confederate line swung back and forward, and at one stage of v,he 

9 /• ? 

battle their right flank was driven to take shelter in their log cabinso 

There fighting all over the top until mid afternoon* The half of the 
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srB y whioh had strung to the south and vras advancing up the crest of Buffalo 


that 


?.ic ! re f-.iled in its purpose of surprising the camp. On 
cacp there vere trenches prepared to guard both roads and there was also 

gone good artillery. • 

These trenches -were full.of soldiers prepared for an emergency. 

Eowevep, when the Federals first appeared. Captain Anderson of the Lee 
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he side of the trench and called to them to hurry up and get in- 


to the trenches. 
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1,200 Confederates had repulsed an army of 5000 men# That it was a great 
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tattle and a great victory# , ' 
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The Tecerals reported that they had 1,760 men and the Confederates had 
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• , ‘C , ftr.d that it was a reconnaissance in force# J* P* Benjamin, Sec 0 of 
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^ that Presdent Jefferson Davis having been informed of the valor 
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Edward Johnson in repulsing a vastly superior force was much gratified 
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of success, and had made him a brigadier general# 
tea of the battle were* Federal-dead 20, wounded 107, missing 
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